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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

To the friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to our first time 

guests we extend it most sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we 

offer fellowship with the risen living Redeemer, membership in His 

Church, and citizenship in His eternal kingdom. Our message is as old as 

the Word of God to man and as new as the new life it brings: Jesus Christ, 

crucified and risen to give eternal life to people everywhere. 

Guest Book:  Before you leave today, please sign our guest book. It is located in the Narthex. 

Style:  For those not familiar with the historic liturgical worship style, the interactive nature of 

the service may seem quite different.  We agree with the ancient church that this style allows 

us to receive the blessings of God’s word and offer thanks in response. 

Service of the Word:  Today’s service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses 

on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, 

and thanksgiving. 

Amplifiers:  Personal sound enhancement receivers are available to help the hearing 

impaired. An usher will be happy to assist you. 

Broadcast:  Today’s Service is being broadcast at www.peacewithgod.com. Click on the blue 

box labeled “Live Online Services.” It can be viewed LIVE or any time from the collection of 

archived services. 

Copyrights:  The worship service is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A Lutheran Hymnal, Electronic 

Pew Edition, 03N3038, © 2011 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712488.  Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984, 2011.  Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved worldwide.  

Before participating in Communion 

We welcome all people to our services, those who are fully united with us in Christ’s 

teachings as well as those who do not yet share our confession of the Faith. However, it is 

a sad consequence of the divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend a general invitation 

to all Christians to receive Communion with us. Our Lord teaches (1 Cor. 10:17 and 

elsewhere) that Communion is an action of the celebrating community that declares their 

oneness in the Faith, life, and worship. Communing with Christians not in fellowship with 

the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod [WELS] or our sister synod, the Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod [ELS], would imply a oneness that does not truly exist, but for which we 

pray. Our pastor will gladly talk with you about establishing communion fellowship here 

at Peace. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

STAND as directed 

HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  |  255 

M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that may 

be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a 

cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high 

and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches 

and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find 

shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the forest will know that I 

the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and 

make the dry tree flourish. 

“‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’” 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 1 

 

Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 

or stand in the way of sinners. 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,* 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season* 

and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 

Refrain 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,* 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used 

by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488. 
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SECOND LESSON Colossians 1:3-8 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because 

we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s 

people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about 

which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the 

same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has 

been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You 

learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our 

behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia. 

(Psalm 119:105) 
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34 

M: The Gospel, Mark Chapter 4 

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 

ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 

does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then 

the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the 

harvest has come.” 

30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use 

to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet 

when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches 

that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 

understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone 

with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

M: This is the Gospel. 

 

BE SEATED 

REFORMATION 500 - CATECHISM REVIEW 

HYMN OF THE DAY Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid  |  188 

SERMON – Text: Colossians 1:3-8 

Give Thanks for the Father’s Spiritual Blessing 
A sermon written by Pastor Gregg Bitter 

Jim Dietz, Ministering Elder  
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STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 

STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day 

after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
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M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by 

land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 

and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and 

useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 

peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 

disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: … Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer.  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear 

us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 

offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 

sight. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 

on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying  |  573 

Silent prayer 

Announcements after the close of Service 

Remember to pick up your PAC sheet (Prayers, Announcements and Calendar sheet), 

which is now printed separately and is available at the table in the back of the sanctuary. 


